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S I T T I N G  I N

As I write, the attorneys for Weston 
Jesuit and the attorneys for Boston 
College are working assiduously to 
develop a legal contract for the  
re-affiliation of our schools. There is,  
therefore, a brief hiatus in our transition 
committee work and not a lot of new 
details to report at this time. In my 
place, I have asked Fr. Dick Clifford, 
S.J., professor of Old Testament, 
ombudsman for the transition process 
and its committees, and the only  
member of our faculty who will have 
been involved in both moves of the 
school—from Weston to Cambridge,  
and now, from Cambridge to Brighton 
—to reflect on that experience. 

Robert Manning, S.J., President 

BY RICHARD J. CLIFFORD, S.J.

 eston Jesuit has a habit of  
 moving its campus every forty  
 years. After 41 years in the 
town of Weston, the school moved to  
Cambridge in 1968. As you know, the 
school is slated to move to the Brighton 
campus of Boston College in 2008. 

Two things inspired the 1960s move 
— ecumenism, in the sense of classes 
and conversations with Protestant  
students and professors, and the desire 
for smaller and more interactive  
communities. Both goals were quickly 
realized in Cambridge. 

Reflections on Relocations Past and Future
Small communities indeed encouraged 

freedom (and, as I recall, even a bit of 
turmoil). Faculty members were soon 
taking part in twice-monthly lunches 
with colleagues from the Episcopal 
Divinity School and co-teaching intro-
ductory biblical courses with Harvard 
and EDS professors. In addition, many 
students developed close friendships 
with their peers enrolled in other mem-
ber schools of the Boston Theological 
Institute. One aspect of the move was 
unforeseen however, and that was the 
enrollment of lay students in great  
numbers. That unexpected aspect  
of the school’s initial move may well  
turn out to be as important for the 
Catholic Church as ecumenism.

What impels the present move?  
The reason is obvious—the abundance 
at Boston College of the resources 
for Weston Jesuit’s long-range future. 
Under BC’s tutelage, it is anticipated 
that the school will be able to offer 
higher salaries and other benefits to 
attract and retain professors and staff 
of high quality (doubly important as 
the number of Jesuits decline), increase 
national visibility to attract even more 
lay students and give professors a high-
er profile as well as the opportunity for 
conversation with colleagues in other 
disciplines. Nor can we leave out  
the seemingly mundane factors of  
proximity to the archdiocesan  

seminary and limitless parking (unheard 
of in Cambridge) that will help the 
school serve new publics. 

We may have to recognize that  
ecumenism has stages and that its first 
stage—respectful dialogue and cooper-
ation—came to completion during our 
stay in Cambridge. We have excellent 
relationships with BTI colleagues,  
especially with those at Episcopal 
Divinity School and Harvard Divinity 
School, but the bi-monthly lunches  
and co-teaching ended long ago. 
Perhaps the time has come for broader  
conversations with other disciplines, 
other professions and other religions, 
all of which can be done to a greater 
degree at Boston College.

Will there be surprises in the new 
location? If the past is any guide, the 
answer is a resounding yes. Our past 
reminds us, however, of the school’s 
great strengths—a legacy of divine 
grace and the wonderful people who 
have learned and taught here over the 
years. Like the increased number of lay 
students who 
surprised us in 
the first move, 
we can have con-
fidence that the 
unforeseen things 
will turn out to 
be blessings.

W
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Robert E. Manning, S.J., president of Weston Jesuit, is poised to present this year’s 
Pedro Arrupe Award for Excellence in Ministry to Virginia Sullivan Finn, MDiv.’80,  
at the school’s 83rd commencement exercises. (Story and photos on page six.)

Cover Photo: U.S. Marines of the 24th Expeditionary Unit listen to the chaplain 
Sunday, April 6, 2003, during the first services since their arrival at their military  
base north of Nasariyah, Iraq. (AP Photo/Wally Santana)

“Christ Has Died”– Fourth-grade crayon rendering 
by Bob Gilroy, S.J., MDiv.’97. (See related story on p.11.)
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E D I T O R ’ S  N O T E

   he bargaining prayer.
   Who among us hasn’t 

  had the audacity at one point 
  or another to try to strike a 
  bargain with God? If you do 
  this, Lord, I’ll do that. As if 
  God would demand recom-
pense for love and mercy. As if, in our 
frail and vulnerable human state, we 
could ever ‘pay God back’ in some 
way, ever hope to even the score, so 
to speak. Yet, we succumb to this 
stance more than we care to admit—
in prison cells, hospital waiting rooms, 
battlefields and divorce courts. 

On page eight, Weston Jesuit alum-
nus Phil Salois, MDiv.’82, admits to 
praying the bargaining prayer as he 
was about to launch a search and 
rescue mission in the jungles of 
Vietnam in 1969. He told God that 
if God should spare his life, he — Phil 
Salois — would do anything God 
required of him. As it turned out, 
Salois, in his post-traumatic stress, 
blanked out much of his tour of duty 
in Vietnam and forgot all about his 
desperate jungle communiqué with 
God until five years later, after he 
had returned to the States and was 
working in the insurance business. 

“It’s important to note,” Salois said 
during our interview for his story, 
“that I did not enter the seminary 
under the duress of that prayer. I 
entered freely because I discerned 
that it was where God was calling 
me. Only after I decided to become 
a priest did that prayer come back 
to me.”

Many of us look back on our own 
bargaining prayers with a certain 
sense of unease, even shame. We are 
appalled that we could have ever tried 
to manipulate God. But at times of 

desperation—especially at times of 
desperation—prayer brings us into 
closer communion with God. The 
unique characteristic of a bargaining 
prayer is that it occurs instantaneously, 
in a swift and intense flash. In a 
nanosecond or less, the full realiza-
tion that we are creatures and God 
is Creator hits us upside the head. 
Suddenly, through our newly-forged 
humility we have become more 
receptive to God’s Word. We have 
kicked open the door for God to be 
God of our lives, bringing us to new 
life in ways we could never imagine.

This issue of the magazine high-
lights the work of Father Phil Salois, 
M.S., at the Veteran’s Administration 
in Boston as well as that of Bob 
Gilroy, S.J., at the Eastern Point 
Retreat House in Gloucester, Mass. 
Both alumni are now spiritual direc-
tors, devoted to helping others open 
their individual doors to allow for 
spiritual healing and the reality of 
the Risen Christ to enter. On page 
10, George Drury, S.J., who has 
spent decades as a spiritual director 
and taught Ignatian Spirituality at 
Weston Jesuit for the past 12 years, 
offers access to one aspect of the clas-
sic Ignatian Spiritual Exercises — the 
Examination of Conscience. Weston 
Jesuit student and published author 
Mark Mossa, S.J., writes about the 
spirituality inherent in the act of 
writing. Finally, this issue of Light 
& Life celebrates the members of 
Weston Jesuit’s 2006 graduating class, 
all of whom are engaged in opening 
their own doors of ministry and 
spiritual healing.

Barbara R. Bodengraven, MTS ‘05
Editor

 

Theology: 
A Continual 
Conversion 
Experience
Any in-depth study of theology, as we 
have here at Weston Jesuit, requires 
much more than a recitation of facts, 
the memorization of creeds or even the 
appropriation of codes and doctrine. 
Each of these is certainly a necessary 
component to even a nominal approach 
to theology, but the true value of learning 
theology is how it changes the way you 
see the world and you in it. The true study 
of theology is a continual conversion expe-
rience where you notice the presence of 
God and the love of Christ the more you 
look around—in the smiling stranger walk-
ing past you, in the ramshackled homeless 
person stretching out his hand for your 
help, in the quiet, moon-lit night making 
safe your journey home, in the shouts for 
freedom of an oppressed people which 
you read about, and even in the rhythmic 

beating of your 
own heart. This is 
theology, a study 
that opens up the 
world to the reality 
of the dynamic in-
breaking of God, 
who, as both the 

almighty and, yet, the ever gentle and 
dearest of friends, uses everything and 
goes to any lengths to continually get 
closer to the one God loves—you.

T.J. Martinez, S.J., MDiv., ThM ’06

T

PRAYER AND ART IN ITALY

A pilgrimage to include Rome, Assisi, 
Ravenna, Padua, Venice

July 8–19, 2007

For a brochure, contact Thomas Kane, CSP, 
at TKanecsp@aol.com

Bargaining with God
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For Dr. John and Mary Kay Sachs of New Canaan, Conn., contributing to 
the financial health of Weston Jesuit School of Theology is crucial to the 
continuing health of the entire Church. 

“We support Weston Jesuit because we recognize the important role the 
school is making in the formation of priests, religious and lay people in 
spreading the ‘good news’ throughout the world,” said John Sachs during 
his acceptance speech at Weston Jesuit’s 2006 Kolvenbach Award Dinner, a 
fund raising event that recently honored both him and his wife. “I simply 
can’t think of anything more important than that.”

The Kolvenbach Award Dinner, initiated in 2005 and named for the superior 
general of the Society of Jesus, Peter-Hans Kolvenbach, S.J., honors those 
who live according to the mission of the Society by using their personal gifts 
in service to the world. This year’s dinner, which drew more than 70 attendees, 
was held at Boston’s Seaport Hotel on Friday, April 21. Several members of 
the Sachs family, including 
three of their four children 
as well as two grandsons, 
traveled to Boston to attend. 

“We are profoundly 
honored that you are here 
this evening to accept the 
Kolvenbach Award,” said 
Weston Jesuit President 
Robert E. Manning, S.J., as 
he recognized the entire Sachs 
family and presented the 
Kolvenbach medallion awards 
to John and Mary Kay Sachs.

Randy Sachs, S.J., the 
couple’s eldest son who is 
also an associate professor 
of systematic theology and academic dean at Weston Jesuit, honored his 
parents with his own tribute.

“Their love,” said Randy Sachs in his opening remarks, “has always been 
family-centered, but never family-limited.” 

The Sachses have long supported Jesuit institutions and organizations that 
promote the health and education of children around the globe. The recipients 
of their generosity have included Save the Children, Patna Jesuit Mission in 

India and the Red Cloud Indian School in South 
Dakota. Their dedication to the Jesuit mission 
has also led them to be major contributors to 
Jesuit institutions of higher learning, including 
Fairfield University in Fairfield, Conn., as well 
as Weston Jesuit.

Jeffrey von Arx, S.J., president of Fairfield 
University and Boston College President William 
Leahy, S.J., both attended the event, as did Boston 
philanthropist John A. McNeice, Jr., a member 
of the board of Weston Jesuit and last year’s 
Kolvenbach Award recipient. 
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Book Debut
How does just-war theory 
apply to the situation in Iraq? 
How can religion, which has 
been at the root of so many 
wars, illuminate a new path to 
peace? Explore the answers to 
these questions and more in a new book 
co-edited by current Weston Jesuit student 
Mark Mossa, S.J. Just War, Lasting Peace: 
What Christian Traditions Can Teach Us 
was released this spring by Orbis Books. 
The book, based on a one-day forum 
at Georgetown University in 2003, was 
a collaborative project between the 
approximately 50 participating theologians 
and academics, as well as by Mossa and 
his co-editors John Kleiderer, Paula Minaert 
and Dolores R. Leckey. 

New Testament Abstracts 
Turns Fifty
Professor of New Testament Daniel J. 
Harrington, S.J., says editing New Testament 
Abstracts has been nothing but “a labor of 
love.” Co-editor Chris Matthews, adjunct 
associate professor of New Testament, says 
the same. Between them, they have abstract-
ed tens of thousands of books written about 
the New Testament, compiling their abstracts 
into the journal published three times a year. 
 The scholarly publication, which made 
its debut in May 
1956, is produced 
under the aegis 
of Weston Jesuit. 
To celebrate the 
journal’s fiftieth 
birthday, Weston 
Jesuit held a 
reception in its —
and its editors’—
honor in May.
 “Both Dan and 
Chris have provided a remarkable service to 
New Testament scholarship,” said Weston 
Jesuit President Robert E. Manning, S.J. 
 Although paper was the preferred 
publishing medium fifty years ago, the 
journal now also appears in digital form on 
electronic databases that can be accessed 
from anywhere in the world. 

Weston Jesuit Celebrates 2006 
Kolvenbach Award

Dr. John and Mary Kay Sachs, this year’s recipients of 
the Kolvenbach Award, celebrate the event with last 
year’s recipient, John McNeice, Jr. (right).

The Three Presidents—William 
Leahy, S.J., of BC, Jeffrey von 
Arx, S.J., MDiv.’81, of Fairfield 
University and Robert Manning, 
S.J., of Weston Jesuit gather at 
the Kolvenbach Award Dinner.
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Dan Harrington, S.J., (left) 
and Chris Matthews celebrate 
publication’s fiftieth birthday.
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 Weston Jesuit Graduates 
‘Sing a New Church into Being’

G R A D U A T I O N

BY BARBARA R. BODENGRAVEN

 eston Jesuit conducted its 
 83rd Commencement Exercises 

on Friday, May 19, at the First 
Congregational Church of Cambridge, 
directly behind the school’s Phillips 
Place location.

In its mission to promote the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ and the teachings of the 
Catholic Church, Weston Jesuit pre-
pares both men and women for min-
istry as pastoral associates, religious 
educators, religion correspondents, 
hospital and prison chaplains, military 
chaplains and campus ministers as 
well as ordained Catholic priests. This 
year, the school conferred 57 degrees, 
including 18 Masters of Divinity, 19 

Licentiates in Sacred Theology, six 
Masters of Theology, eight Masters 
of Theological Studies, two Masters 
of Art in Spiritual Direction and four 
Doctorates of Sacred Theology. 

“I always feel profoundly grateful at 
graduation,” said Weston 
Jesuit President Robert E. 
Manning,  S.J., in his 
remarks to this year’s 
graduating class and 
their guests. “Because  
in celebrating this event, 
I am assured of the 
future of the Church.”

Peter Fink, S.J.,  
professor of sacramental-

liturgical theology, spoke as the  
elected faculty member. Fink  
announced recently that, after 31  
years, he will be leaving Weston Jesuit 
to work in a Jesuit parish in New  
York City. (See story on page 15.) 

As the 
elected student 
speaker and 
newly-minted 
graduate, 
Kevin Fleming 
O’Brien, S.J., 
reflected on 
his studies at 
Weston Jesuit. 
“Here we have 

W

John Ghansah, S.J., holds his newly-minted diploma as Associate Professor of Missiology Meg Guider, O.S.F., 
ceremoniously adjusts his doctoral hood and Associate Professor of Systematic Theology Kevin Burke, S.J., looks on. 
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met—thank God—people whose 
views about the Church are different 
than our own,” said O’Brien.

Weston Jesuit is well-known for 
its international and diverse student 
body, of which lay students—both 
men and women—compose a little 
more than 40 percent. 

As part of its commencement  
exercises, Weston Jesuit awarded 
alumna and pioneer in the field 
of lay ministry Virginia Sullivan 
Finn the Pedro Arrupe Award for 
Excellence in Ministry, named in 
honor of the beloved deceased supe-
rior general of the Society of Jesus. 

Finn, who received a Master of 
Divinity degree from Weston Jesuit 
in 1980 before assuming the position 
of associate dean of student affairs 
for 18 years at the school, was pri-
marily recognized for her efforts in 
expanding the scope of lay ministry 
within the Church throughout the 
past three decades. Finn was also 
recognized for actively promoting  
the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius 
as a tool of lay formation as well as 
the value of spiritual direction in 
general among the faithful. Calling 
the Spiritual Exercises, the “most 
important ministry of the Society  
of Jesus,” Finn announced that she 
had always wanted to proclaim in 
public her devotion to the founder  
of the Jesuits.

“I love Ignatius of Loyola!” said 
Finn to a round of applause.

At the close of the commencement 
celebration, the congregation ushered 
this year’s group of graduates into 
the field of ministry with the hymn 
“Sing a New Church” by Delores 
Dufner, O.S.B. 

“Let us bring the gifts that differ, 
and in splendid, varied ways, sing a 
new church into being, one in faith 
and love and praise.”

 

G R A D U AT I O N  R E F L E C T I O N S

BY ISAURA CUNHA, MDIV.’06

As a lay woman, studying at Weston Jesuit has been a very rewarding and life- 
giving experience. I arrived at the school with a tidy, clear-cut image of God — 
one that had been helpful in the past. However, it did not take long for that 
image to be ‘unpacked’ as I engaged in different theological studies.
 I had grown up in the nominally Catholic country of Portugal, where the 
people were “culturally religious.” The Church there was very authoritarian. The 
image of God that I had was one that was vested in the religious leadership — 
god-like and very clearly male. The Church authorities would reveal to us  
in “unmistaken” terms what God was thinking and feeling about certain issues, 
why God was acting in a certain way, how we must understand God and what  
we must do to be acceptable to God. This kind of authoritarianism in religion,  
I believe, treats us like adolescents who need to be controlled. It does not allow  
us to experience or engage in relationship with a living God. In other words, it 
prevents us from growing to adulthood in our faith. 
 At Weston Jesuit, I was encouraged to ask the challenging questions and  
wrestle with the tensions inherent in the interaction between God and  
humanity. The challenge pulled me out of my comfort zone 
and allowed me to tackle the important questions of our 
Christian faith and spirituality. Weston Jesuit is unique in 
that, as both a Jesuit and lay community, it encourages col-
laboration and dialogue—something that I believe will serve 
me and the Church well. 
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Traditionally, the prayers of the faithful are read aloud by members of the Weston Jesuit community 
in a variety of languages during Mass at graduation. Here, graduate Wilson Villamar Solorzano, S.J., 
prays in Spanish while current student Mia Cruz and graduate Pham Trung Hung, S.J., await a turn to 
pray in their native languages of Filipino and Vietnamese.
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Visit our home page at www.wjst.edu for more graduation photos.
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BY BARBARA R. BODENGRAVEN

 ccording to Philip Salois,  
 M.S., MDiv.’82, it began  
 with a prayer in the jungles  
 of Vietnam 36 years ago.

“OK, God,” Salois prayed just min-
utes before he risked his life to save six 
members of his platoon caught behind 
enemy lines. “If you get me through 
this safe and sound without a scratch, 
I’ll do anything you want—anything.”

That “anything” turned out to be 
a call to the priesthood and a minis-
try to the broken and wounded men 
and women who return from the 
battlefield. But before that call would 
become a reality at his ordination in 
1984, Salois saved four of the six  

platoon 
members 
that day 
and, in the 
process, 
lost his 
best friend 
Herb, who 
had volun-
teered to 
accompany 
him on the 
search  
and rescue 
mission. 

“One 
minute 
Herb was 
crawling 
along the 
jungle floor 
right along-
side me and 
the next he 
was gone,” 

said Salois. “Dead—took an enemy 
shell through his chin and brain. It 
took me 21 years to finally lay my  
guilt about his death to rest.” 

As an ordained priest in the La 
Salette order and Chief of Chaplain 
Service at Boston’s Veterans 
Administration (VA) Healthcare 
System, Salois’ ministry is helping other 
combat veterans lay their own night-
mares and guilt to rest. Moreover, he 
works hard to ensure that it doesn’t 
take combat veterans returning from 
Afghanistan and Iraq 21 years—or 
even longer—to seek help and arrive  
at some point of spiritual healing.

“Vietnam vets barely received 
any recognition for the trauma they 
endured,” said Salois, who served  
in Vietnam for a year with the U.S.  
Army 199th Light Infantry Brigade. 
“We were supposed to come home and 
immediately integrate into normal life 
on our own. Nowadays, the military is 
a lot smarter. We get returning combat-
ants in here as quickly as possible and 
begin addressing a whole host of issues. 
We’re much more proactive. So much 
of the lingering trauma relates to a 
veteran’s need to reconcile with God.”

When Salois walks into a patient’s 
room at any one of the three VA facili-
ties in the Boston area, the most sig-
nificant feature about him may not be 
his Roman collar or the Bible that he 
carries. Pinned to his lapel alongside 
the Silver Star he was awarded for his 
bravery during that fateful search and 
rescue mission and the gold cross that 
indicates his chaplaincy, Salois displays 
another pin. A tiny blue rifle—other-
wise known as a Combat Infantryman’s 
Badge—gives him immediate credibility 
with patients.

“Just by looking at my lapel, they’ll 
know that I saw action, that I was not 
serving as a chaplain over there, but 
that I was in the thick of things, just 
like they were,” said Salois. “It’s an 
instant ice breaker. They’ll see that I 
was a veteran first and a priest later. 

Just that, in and of itself, helps us to 
begin talking and opening the way 
toward spiritual healing.”

How, exactly, is one healed of  
brutal memories and nightmares of  
the battlefield? According to Salois,  
it differs for each person. 

“Spiritual healing must be tailored 
to the person’s individual story of 
trauma,” said Salois. “For them to  
be able to articulate their individual 
story is crucial, and my listening  
to that story is essential. Only then 
can we proceed on their specific path 
of healing.”

For many suffering from post- 
traumatic stress disorder, the process 
can often begin by opening up the 
Bible to the story of Cain and Abel.

“I often show them where ‘PTSD’ 
exists in the scriptures,” said Salois. 
“For the most part, they are amazed 
to find stories of trauma in the Bible. 
They had never read it in quite that 
way before. And the Psalms! The 
Psalms are full of trauma. We pray 
them together repeatedly.”

Very often, says Salois, as part of the 
individual healing process, he asks his 
counselees to write two letters—one 
to the person or persons they killed 
during the war, and one written to 
themselves from the point of view of 
the person or persons killed.

“I ask them, ‘do you think that child 
or that person you killed would want 
you to be caught for so long in your 
suffering?’” said Salois. “And then I 
ask them to write it out. What would 
that dead person say to them? So often 
it is the release they didn’t even know 
they needed.”

The whole point of spiritual healing, 
says Salois, is to break down the walls 
that hold us in bondage—from our-
selves, from others, from God.

“It’s about taking risks in loving 

One alum’s story of spiritual healing and ministry following the battlefield

A

FROM INFANTRY TO SEMINARY

Chief of Chaplain Service at  
the VA, Philip Salois, M.S., 
MDiv.’82, counsels and prays 
with soldiers who have  
returned from the battlefield.
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again,” he said. “Healing is all about 
getting involved in other peoples’ 
lives. It is a communion of souls. It’s 
not anything I could have learned at 
Weston Jesuit. I had to learn it on  
the battlefield. I had to realize it with  
my patients.”

Salois says that the biggest challenge 
of his job is staying in the present 
moment with his counselees.

“Sometimes their stories of trauma 
and loss are so close to what I expe-
rienced that I shut them out. I zone 
out,” said Salois. “I’ve had to learn  
to tend to my own healing as well.”

In recognition of this, Salois partici-
pated in an experiment to determine 
if returning to the battlefield would be 
therapeutic for veterans suffering from 
‘PTSD.’ Salois accompanied a group 
back to Vietnam in 1990 for the  
purposes of trying to put aside his  
own lingering mistrust and hatred  
of Asian people.

“It was through the Vietnamese chil-
dren that I learned to let that go,” said 
Salois. “I asked myself how I could 
ever hate a child? Well, I couldn’t. I 

was then able to connect to the men 
those young boys would become and 
I could see them in their humanity,  
for who they really were.” 

Salois’ journey also included  
celebrating Mass at the cathedral  
in Ho Chi Minh City (which Salois 
still refers to as Saigon). Salois 
preached in French, the only language 
he had in common with the pastor. 

“I told the parishioners I had come 
seeking healing and their acceptance 
and forgiveness,” said Salois. “The 
pastor translated my message into 
Vietnamese. The positive response of 
the people was absolutely amazing, 
overwhelming.”

It was because of his return to 
Vietnam twenty years after he had 
served there that Salois developed the 
courage to locate his buddy Herb’s 
parents in Dayton, Ohio, and go visit 
them—finally letting them know how 
their son had died.

“Herb’s mother told me she would 
never hold anything against me for 
the death of her son,” said Salois.  
“It was all I needed to hear.”
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Theology 
in Action
Theological Field Education 
at Weston Jesuit

At Weston Jesuit, all Master of Divinity 
degree candidates are required to partici-
pate in a professional ministry practicum. 
In other words, students take theology 
from the classroom to the streets, so to 
speak, and in the process fashion a minis-
terial identity for themselves—a pivotal 
part of formation for both ordained and 
lay. The following reflections are written 
by recent graduate Michael Morison, 
MDiv.’06, regarding his practicum experi-
ence as a pastoral associate at a parish in 
New Hampshire and volunteer chaplain 
with the New Hampshire National Guard. 
In May of 2005, the New Hampshire 
National Guard awarded Morison the 
Distinguished Service Medal for his  
ministry. – B.R. Bodengraven, Editor 

REFLECTIONS
BY MIKE MORISON, MDIV.’06

 s a pastoral associate at St.  
 Peter’s Church in Concord, N.H., 
I observed several families in our parish 
attempting to cope with deployed,  
missing or returning soldiers from the 
family structure. As a result, I developed a 
unique and collaborative parish outreach 
ministry to the New Hampshire National 
Guard, which became the basis for my 
field practicum at Weston Jesuit.

It is important to note that a guardsper-
son spends 11 percent of his or her time 
each year involved with guard activities. 
Their families will spend only about one 
percent. Unlike other families of full-time 
military service personnel, mobilized 
Guard families become “suddenly mili-
tary.” There are five stages of deployment, 
each one presenting unique challenges and 
stressors for both soldier and family. The 

Philip Salois, M.S., MDiv.’82 is a board certified expert in traumatic stress from 
the American Academy of Experts in Traumatic Stress. He founded the National 
Conference of Vietnam Veteran Ministers in 1989. Last year, the organization 
changed its name to the International Conference of War Veteran Ministers.  
As part of his work with this conference, Salois conducts spiritual retreats 
throughout the country designed specifically for returning combatants.

A

Continued on page 10

A soldier with Task Force 1-30 of the 3rd Infantry from Ft. Benning, Ga., holds his Bible near 
his rifle during Christian worship services at a camp in the Kuwaiti desert south of Iraq 
Sunday, Jan. 26, 2003. 
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result is a family that is forever changed.
At the parish, I oversaw our collec-

tive efforts to reach out to these families, 
coordinating activities with the National 
Guard Chaplains Office and Family 
Support Program. Because of our efforts, 
family groups of deployed units were able 
to meet monthly at our parish center in 
a room we had specially constructed and 
designated as the Military Family Room, 
which the parish made available 24 hours 
per day. In addition, I helped coordinate 
the food distribution to military families 
in need through the St. Vincent De Paul 
Society as well as initiated an agreement 
with the Knights of Columbus to serve 
meals at meetings and picnics for Guard 
families. We also maintained a prayer  
list and military prayer altar in our  
sanctuary and provided hours of pastoral 
care and counseling. 

To help me understand the complexi-
ties of any number of issues these families 
face, I attended many specialized training 
programs, including military children’s 
education coalition, warrior transition 
seminar, pastoral crisis intervention, post 
traumatic stress response/disorder work-
shops, suicide prevention training and 

the Army’s 
marriage 
enrichment 
program. And, 
as a result, I 
acquired new 
skills—skills 
that were 
refined 
through the 
support of my 
pastor/supervi-
sor, military 
chaplains and 
Weston Jesuit’s 

Practicum Program Director Professor 
Melissa Kelley. Theological reflection with 
these mentors provided me invaluable 
insights for personal growth and enhanced 
my ability to be the minister I want to 
be. This practicum experience showed me 
what it really means to provide a ministry 
of presence, care and prayer.

REFLECTIONS (CONTINUED)

BY GEORGE DRURY, S.J.

ccording to St. Ignatius of Loyola, one way to set in motion the 
search for spiritual growth is the examination of conscience— 

otherwise known as the Awareness Examen. The Examen is a daily spiri-
tual practice comprised of five ‘movements’ outlined below, taking about 15 
minutes. As St. Ignatius wrote in his Spiritual Exercises, it is a time to allow 
“the Creator to deal with the creature, and the creature with the Creator.”

Approaching God with a Grateful Heart: Moving along this  
Ignatian path, the first moments of prayer in the Examen give thanks  
to God for the gift of life received from God’s creative love and for  
our many other blessings. 

Seeking Graced Illumination: Then, we speak to God with heartfelt 
desire, asking for the light of the Holy Spirit so that by that light we may 
review the day now past, to see more clearly how God was present for  
us in the thoughts, words and actions of the preceding 24 hours. In  
making this review with the light of the Holy Spirit, our eyes will often  
see dynamics and internal movements that we failed to see earlier, when 
engaged in the daily enterprise of living. 

Reviewing the Day: It is during this time that we can review the emotions, 
thoughts, words and actions we remember from the previous 24 hours. 
How was our ‘Christ identity’ most felt and blessed as we lived through 
the happenings of the day? In asking ourselves this, we may also have to 
encounter once again some event or action in which there was more of a 
love of self being revealed rather than a love of neighbor—leaving us with 
a lingering unhappy feeling and distanced from God.

Feelings Review: With a heart sometimes grateful, sometimes repentant—
or both—we are more ready for the moments that move us to tell God our 
feelings of gratitude, recognizing again the ever-present love to be found 
in God’s presence and blessing our daily lives. Or, we might focus on an 
unhappy part of our day and ask for forgiveness and God’s help in over-
coming those impulses arising out of a “me first” attitude that keep taking 
us further away from God. The important element of this movement is 
that we identify the most prominent feeling or feelings in the day, as they 
are the liveliest index of what is happening in our lives, and attend to the 
source of those feelings in prayer. 

Looking Forward into Tomorrow: In the final moments of the Examen 
we bring our hopes and longings in prayer to God, asking that the felt  
intimacy we experience with our Triune God in each Examen will remain 
with us all of our days and be readily recognized in the experience of  
spiritual consolations that God may grant us. 

As a result of praying this spiritual exercise, we begin to see more clearly 
how the examined heart can grow into a discerning heart. With continued 
spiritual growth, our hearts grow more centered on the love of 
God for us in Christ Jesus.

George Drury, S.J., has taught Ignatian spirituality at Weston 
Jesuit for the past twelve years. He is retiring from his  
position as adjunct faculty member to do retreat work and 
spiritual direction at Weston Jesuit as well as Boston College.

GRACED ILLUMINATION

A

Mike Morison, MDiv.’06, 
(center) coaches a couple in  
communication skills at  
the National Guard marriage 
enrichment program.
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BY BARBARA R. BODENGRAVEN

 rayons and watercolors may seem 
 to be unlikely tools for spiritual 
growth, but, according to Bob Gilroy, 
S.J., MDiv. ’97, “artists actualize the 
Word of God through the creation 
of symbols and images.” 

In other words, crayons, paints or 
pastels are capable of conveying the 
divine presence in and of our lives —
as long as we are mindful of the task 
and open to the possibility. Gilroy, a 
spiritual director at the Eastern Point 
Retreat House in Gloucester, Mass., 
has helped many retreatants employ 
art as an effective form of prayer and 
spiritual discovery.

“One thing I tell my directees is that 
the inner critic can suppress desires to 
find God in creative activities,” said 
Gilroy, who, in addition to his degree 
from Weston Jesuit, holds a bachelor’s 
degree in studio art and a master’s in 
expressive therapies. “I’m not here to 
critique the work of trained artists. I’m 
here to help people explore the deeper 
meaning of their lives through art.”

For many, taking paintbrush or pas-
tel in hand seems daunting, more of a 
hindrance than a help when it comes 
to developing their spiritual life. For 
those, Gilroy suggests that they begin 
by acknowledging God’s presence, then 
simply making marks or drawing lines 
on a blank piece of paper with eyes 

closed. This relaxes the retreatant and 
frees them to take risks to engage the 
spirit of creativity that inspires more 
image making.

“God wants to communicate with 
us,” said Gilroy. “Creating images helps 
us listen by calling our attention to God 
through line, color, shape and texture.” 

Gilroy encourages his retreatants to 
look over what they have created and 
find the element or image that speaks 
the loudest to them. As if using a zoom 
lens to focus on a particular symbol, 
a retreatant can clarify the deeper 
meaning of an image by recreating 
that image with other materials such 
as clay or collage.

“When a piece of work feels finished, 
I suggest that the directee pray about 
what it means for him or her,” said 
Gilroy. “What could God be saying 
through this image? The final step of 
this process is to keep a prayer journal 
of reflections and conversations with 
God about the art experience.”

For anyone familiar with the Spiritual 
Exercises of St. Ignatius this artistic 
process sounds a lot like the prayerful 
dynamics of the Awareness Examen, 
wherein the prayer reviews the day’s 
events and feelings and focuses prayer 
on their most intense and evocative 
experiences during that time frame. (See 
story on p.10.) According to Gilroy, this 
is precisely the point of his prayerful 

approach to God through art. 
“It’s a meditative practice based on 

Ignatius’ exercises designed to help people 
understand better how God is present and 
active in their lives,” said Gilroy. “It’s a 
nonverbal means to encounter God as 
co-creator as well as describe a religious 
experience.”

For Ignatius, the imagination was a 
receptive tool for encountering the pres-
ence of God and helping one discern how 
best to live out Gospel values. Gilroy has 
simply adapted that idea and begun to 
market his approach to a larger audience 
beyond Eastern Point Retreat House. 
Three years ago, he launched the Web 
site prayerwindows.com that describes his 
approach and contains a number of sug-
gestions for how anyone interested can 
begin their artful and spirit-filled journey. 
With a million ‘hits,’ Gilroy’s Web site 
seems to have touched a universal nerve. 

“There’s no doubt that art is the uni-
versal language for spiritual experience,” 
said Gilroy. 

Gilroy’s methods have proved to be so 
successful at directed retreats and through 
his Web site that he will be offering a 
part-time consultancy for various Jesuit 
and other educational institutions in the 
area beginning this fall. In addition to his 
work integrating art in spiritual direction 
with individual retreatants and directees, 
Gilroy plans to design workshops and 

Continued on page 14
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Bob Gilroy, S.J., 
MDiv.’97, in his art 
studio at Eastern Point 
Retreat House, helps 
retreatants explore 
the deeper meaning of 
their lives through art.
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BY MARK MOSSA, S.J.

he email from a reader of my weblog (a type of 
internet journal) read: “I’d like to ask you what 
is probably a dumb question ... how can I tell if 
God loves me?” Not a dumb question, was my 

first thought. Not an easy question, was my second. It’s 
one thing to answer this question for somebody who is 
sitting right in front of you. It’s quite another when your 
answer is just words on a computer screen. Writing not 
only becomes important, but it matters—a lot. I couldn’t 
reply with the first thing that popped into my head. I 
thought about it, for days. I prayed about it. I spent  
hours writing a draft. I revised that draft. Finally, I sent  
it, praying it might help her know God’s love for her.

The Ministry of the Word

Writing is an intensely intimate act. You 
fashion words hoping they might move 
people. You consider your audience, 
and how they might respond. You try to 
anticipate and answer those responses. 
You help people to laugh and, some-
times, to cry. And, like most worthwhile 
pursuits, you spend a lifetime trying 
to get it right. If this sounds a lot like 
ministry, it is because it is ministry, 
or at least it can be. If it strikes us as 
strange, it may be because while we are 
accustomed to writing about ministry, 
we sometimes forget the ministry in the 
writing itself. Sitting alone at a comput-
er, pressing keys, is hardly our vision of 
“real” apostolic work. But reading what 
you’ve written could very well be your 
reader’s first step in knowing how much 
she is really loved.

True, the paper I rushed to comple-
tion at the end of the semester probably 
serves little immediate ministerial pur-
pose. But some reflections prompted by 
that paper and shared on my weblog, 
or with my fellow students, might help 
someone’s faith, or prompt more ques-
tions like the one above. And, thankful-

ly, I’m not just writing academic papers 
these days. I am writing about people 
and events that bring me closer to 
God, or that challenge my relationship 
with God. I’m addressing larger con-
cerns like war and peace, or describing 
intimate moments like rubbing a dying 
woman’s feet. I’m trying to capture in 
words and images how God is made 
apparent in the messiness of life. It’s 
impossible to predict where my writing 
might lead. A brief America magazine 
article introducing some students I 
worked with at Loyola University in 
New Orleans prompted a call from a 
Cistercian abbot. It brought an invi-
tation to speak at a priests’ institute 
about ministry to students like them.  
It even led to a new writing ministry 
when I was invited to be a regular  
contributor to Living Faith, a Catholic 
daily devotional magazine. And,  
hopefully, most of all, it achieved its 
intended purpose—to help others bet-
ter understand and serve their students. 

Writing was part of my life long 
before being a Jesuit was. But it is as 
a Jesuit that my writing has begun 

to find its true voice, a voice uniquely 
mine, yet not just my own—a voice 
striving to unite itself with Jesus’  
word of healing, hope and love. My 
experience as a Jesuit has not only 
given me more reason to write, it has 
also made me acutely aware of what 
distinguishes writing as ministry from 
other types of writing: The awareness 
that no amount of words, no matter 
how well-written, will serve at those 
times when only a simple “I’m praying 
for you,” or “I love you” will do.

Early in my Jesuit career, an elderly 
Jesuit said to me, “Wait until you 
reach theology studies, then you’ll have 
something to write about.” Since I 
already thought myself a writer, I was 
taken aback. I thought he was saying 
I wouldn’t have anything worthwhile 
to say until I’d studied theology. But, 
as I explained in a recent Living Faith, 
that wasn’t it. “He knew that in the 
intervening years I would learn that the 
most worthwhile thing is finding God 
in the students I teach, in the sick that I 
visit, in my successes at helping others 
to seek God in their own lives and in 
my failure to serve God as faithfully as 
I desire. It is this continual search that, 
in one way or another, I am always 
writing about.”

Mark Mossa, S.J., is a student at 
Weston Jesuit and co-author of Just 
War, Lasting Peace: What Christian 

Traditions Can Teach 
Us. His writing has 
appeared in Blueprint 
for Social Justice, 
Company, America, 
Conversations in  
Jesuit Higher  

Education and on bustedhalo.com. 
Check out his writings on his weblog  
http://markmossasj.blogspot.com.
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The Weston Jesuit community cel-
ebrated a special Mass in memory of 
Christopher L. Lockard, S.J., MDiv., 
ThM’03, who died suddenly May 4. 
Christopher entered the Society of  
Jesus in 1993 and was ordained in  
June of 2003. Christopher remains in  
the hearts and prayers of all those at  
Weston Jesuit who knew and loved him. 

Barbara R. Bodengraven, MTS’05, 
participated in a panel discussion, 
“Religion, Culture and Politics,”  
for reporters and editors at the New 
England Press Association’s annual  
conference at Boston’s Park Plaza  
Hotel in February.

Keith A. Brehob, S.J., MDiv.’95, 
recently received his PhD and accepted 
an assistant professor position at Seattle 
University, School of Theology and 
Ministry, to begin teaching pastoral 
counseling there this fall. His dis-
sertation research was a study of 533 
Roman Catholic clergy titled “Clinical 
and Statistical Classification of Sexual 
Disorders: The Case of Unintegrated 
Sexuality Applied to a Clergy Sample.” 

James F. Bresnahan, S.J., L.Phil’53, 
STL’60, is a professor emeritus at 
Northwestern University Medical  
School and is continuing his work in 
medical ethics consulting, lecturing  
and priestly ministry.

Kevin Browne, MTS’05, will 
be celebrating his marriage to 
Amanda McClusky this summer in 
Worcester,Mass. 

Anthony Egan, S.J., MDiv.’02, STL’03, 
will be attending the International 
Conference of Moral Theologians  
in Padua, Italy, in July and start the 
Jesuit Tertianship in the Philippines  
in September.

Mimi Graney, MTS’02, is engaged to be 
married to Scott Loring, with a wedding 
planned for the spring of 2007. Graney 
worked at the Weston Jesuit sabbatical 

residence immediately following  
graduation until the summer of 2005.

Joseph A. Holt, MDiv.’90, received 
the Richard J. Davis Award from the 
Investment Management Consultants 
Association at its spring professional 
development conference in Orlando, 
Fla., last April. The Davis Award is 
awarded to the author of an “out-
standing article on the law or ethics 
in relation to investment consulting.” 
A former Jesuit, Holt has worked as 
a stockbroker, corporate attorney and 
college professor.

Steve Katsouros, S.J., MDiv.’97, is 
currently finishing his fourth year as 
president of Loyola, a coed Jesuit high 
school in Manhattan.

Herbert B. Keller, S.J., MDiv.’81, 
has served as president of Scranton 
Preparatory School since 1997 and  
previously served as principal of 
Scranton Prep. Recently, Keller  
received an honorary degree from  
the University of Scranton. 

Nekita Lamour, MTS’05, was hon-
ored by the Massachusetts Commission 
of Women as “an unsung heroine” at 
a ceremony at the Massachusetts State 
House in Boston last spring.

Kevin Leidich, S.J., MDiv.’82, teaches 
theology at Jesuit High School in 
Sacramento, Calif., where he is also 
Superior of the Jesuit Community. 
During the summer, he participates as  
a member of the formation team for 
the Province Tertian Program.

Liem Thanh Pham, S.J., STL’02, 
is teaching Revelation and Trinity in 
the Nguyen Van Binh Interreligious 
Congregations Institute, in the Jesuit 
scholasticate and in the Saint Paul of 
Charles scholasticate in Ho Chi Minh 
City, Vietnam. He also serves as a  
spiritual director. 

Marie J. Lucca, MTS ’05, is the 
new Minister of Children, Youth & 
Families at West Parish Church (UCC) 
in Andover, Mass.

Nate Marsella, MTS’04, is cur-
rently employed as an engineer at Sun 
Microsystems in Burlington, Mass. 

Gerard J. McGlone, S.J., MDiv.’87, 
ThM’88, recently became special  
assistant to the president at Saint 
Joseph’s University and returns to the 
psychology department as a tenure 
track assistant professor in clinical 
psychology. He served this past year 
as vice president for mission, resigning 
that position as of May 31st to focus 
on his research, teaching, lecturing, and 
writing about the clerical sexual abuse 
crisis in the Church. He will remain a 
Jesuit in residence in McShain Hall at 
Saint Joseph’s University.

Edward P. Munz, MDiv.’98, was 
ordained a deacon in the church 
December 2004. He is currently 
working on a certificate of advanced 
graduate studies in educational leader-
ship, moving toward his doctorate at 
Plymouth State University. Married with 
three children, Munz is employed in the 
religious studies department at Bishop 
Guertin High School in Nashua, N.H.

Peggy Nichols, C.S.J., MDiv. ’83,  
is currently completing a six-year-term 
on the leadership council of the Sisters 
of St. Joseph of Boston. After a summer 
respite, she is looking forward to a  
new ministry.

Barbara Quinn, R.S.C.J., MDiv.’81, 
received a DMin. with a concentra-
tion in spirituality from the Catholic 
Theological Union in Chicago in 1998. 
She is currently the director for the 
Center for Christian Spirituality at  
the University of San Diego.

Laura Richter, MDiv.’00, recently 
changed jobs and is now the director 
of workplace spirituality for Ascension 
Health in St. Louis, Mo. She also joined 
the board of trustees for the Center 
for Women in Transition, which helps 
women in the justice system find 
alternative means of restitution and 
supports nonviolent offenders as they 
transition back into the community fol-
lowing incarceration. Recently, Richter 
was named the keynote speaker for 
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the Catholic Health Association of 
Saskatchewan’s fall conference.
 
Joseph Schaller, MDiv.’81, 
STL’89, was received as a priest in  
the Episcopal Diocese of Pennsylvania 
by Bishop Charles Bennison on the 
Feast of Pentecost, June 4, 2006. He 
continues in his full-time practice as 
a psychologist and will be assisting at 
both St. Peter’s and St. Gabriel’s 
Churches in Philadelphia.
 
Michael Schreiner, MDiv.’99, was 
recently elected to the social action 
commission executive committee of the 
Archdiocese of Cincinnati, Ohio.

Michael F. Suarez, S.J., MDiv.’93, 
ThM’94, recently delivered a  

L I G H T & L I F E  ■  S U M M E R  2 0 0 614

WE WANT TO HE AR FROM YOU!

Send your news updates, information or letters 
to Barbara R. Bodengraven, Editor, Office of 
Advancement, Weston Jesuit School of Theology, 
3 Phillips Place, Cambridge, MA 02138; 
or email bbodengraven@wjst.edu 

BY RICHARD CLIFFORD, S.J.

J. Frank Devine, S.J., 
director of Continuing 
Education and director of 
Admissions from 1978–
1992, died peacefully at 
Campion Center, Weston, 

Mass., on Friday March 24. He was 83.
 “J. Frank,” as he was called in his early 
years, was born on October 12, 1923 in 
South Boston, “inheriting the wit of his 
father and the personal warmth of his 
mother,” in the words of George Drury, 
S.J., during the funeral homily.
  At Boston College High School, Frank 
decided to become a Jesuit and entered 
the novitiate at Shadowbrook in Lenox, 
Mass., in 1941. Ordained in 1954, his 
first assignment was teaching theology at 
Boston College, where he remained from 
1956 until 1972. With like-minded Jesuit 
friends, he developed new ways of teach-
ing theology to college students, and 
encouraged an active laity. From 1968 
to 1971, he fulfilled a lifelong dream by 
studying theology at St. Paul University in 
Ottawa, after which he joined the faculty 
at Pope John XXIII Seminary as professor 
of New Testament (1971–1978).

 In 1978, he came to Weston Jesuit as 
director of Admissions and Continuing 
Education, positions he was to hold until 
his retirement in 1992. Frank also taught 
New Testament in the Continuing 
Education Program. Under Frank’s direc-
tion, the program flourished, averaging 
more than forty students. Avoiding 
emphasis on personal renewal alone or 
class learning alone, he charted a middle 
course—intellectual updating and stimu-
lation, personal and spiritual refresh-
ment, and community life. It succeeded 
in no small measure because it reflected 
Frank’s own human and Catholic sense 
of values.
 Frank’s last years, spent at Campion 
Center, included a good deal of suffer-
ing, and, at the end, painful disorienta-
tion. Visitors brought back the old spark, 
however. He loved reminiscing with his 
visitors, ending every visit with the plea 
to convey his very best wishes to his 
friends at Weston Jesuit.
 At the funeral, faculty members and 
administrators from each of his three 
schools joined his friends in thanking 
God for his life. He is survived by his 
brother Paul, his sister-in-law Margaret 
and their children.

Long-Time Weston Jesuit 
Administrator and Teacher Dies

seminars in order to teach others how 
to facilitate spiritual growth through art 
with their own directees.

“It’s an important part of the integra-
tive process of contemplation in action to 
take the spiritual reality from our inner 
selves to exhibit and share with the outer 
community,” said Gilroy. “But we always 
have to remember that the product itself 
is not as important as the process the art-
ist undergoes to encounter God.”

SIMPLE SUGGESTIONS FOR PRAYING 
WITH IMAGES

1 QUIET: Stop and breathe. Perhaps recite a 
sacred word or phrase.

2 INTENTION: What am I grateful for? 
What do I desire right now?

3 ATTENTION: Is there a figure, shape, 
color, texture or word that stands out?

4 NOTICE: What feelings or thoughts  
about God and your life are prompted  
by the images?

5 RESPOND: Speak or write to God as  
you would one friend to another.

6 CLOSE: Offer a prayer or gesture as  
a way to end.

More creative suggestions and activities can  
be found at www.prayerwindows.com.
 To view prints and paintings of Bob Gilroy, 
S.J., visit www.trinitystores.com.

PRAYING WITH A PAINT BRUSH 
(CONTINUED)

lecture titled “‘Read and Disbelieve:’ 
the Bible as Instrument of Political 
Opposition from the age of Hogarth 
to Contemporary Political Cartoons.” 
The lecture was sponsored by  
Boston University’s Luce Program in 
Scripture and Literary Arts. During 
this past academic year, Suarez was a 
fellow of the Radcliffe Institute for 
Advanced Study at Harvard and the 
recipient of a research fellowship  
from the National Endowment for  
the Humanities.

Colleen Vogt, MDiv.’03, is the coor-
dinator of liturgy and music at Holy 
Ghost Parish in Gates, N.Y., and the 
executive director of Church Women 
United in Rochester and Vicinity.

Jonathan Yu-Phelps, MTS ’96, has 
just published his first book, Teaching 
About Other Religions: Ideas and 
Strategies for Use in the Catholic High 
School. Aditionally, he and his wife 
Anne-Marie and their two children, 
Madeleine (3) and Grace (1) have 
been accepted to the Maryknoll Lay 
Missioners. They will go to Ossining, 
N.Y. for orientation this fall and then 
fly to Brazil early in 2007. 

http://www.prayerwindows.com
http://www.trinitystores.com
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By Peter E. Fink, S.J.,  
Professor of Sacramental-
Liturgical Theology

Years ago, I coined a 
phrase about Weston 
Jesuit that has become 
legendary in the school: 
“Weston Jesuit is a place 
run on affection.” It is 

affection for the Church and its mis-
sion. Affection for the students who 
bring gifts, talents and dreams each year. 
Affection for each other, be we faculty, 
staff, or administration. All are rooted in 
the claim that Christ has on each of us as 
ministers and preachers of the Word. It 
is these levels of affection that have kept 
me here for 31 years; it is these levels of 
affection I will sorely miss.

Yet when all is said and done, it is 
time to go home. My first assignment 
as a Jesuit scholastic was to teach phys-
ics and math at Xavier High School 
in lower Manhattan. As I go now to 
be priest at St. Francis Xavier Parish 
right next to the high school, it is very 
much going home. I hope that as I 
have served my students well for my 31 
years at Weston Jesuit, primarily with 
teaching sacraments and guiding litur-
gical praxis, I will be able to bring the 
same level of service to my parishioners 
at Xavier Parish. And I hope that the 
level of affection I have experienced 
here at Weston Jesuit will continue to 
be a part of my mission with the men 
and women of Xavier Parish, and with 
the Jesuits at Xavier Jesuit Community.

Kevin Burke, S.J.,  
Associate Professor of  
Systematic Theology

For Kevin Burke, S.J.,  
Weston Jesuit has been 
a “second home.” 

“I’ve loved it here,” 
said Burke. “The 
entire faculty has 

helped prepare me for my new job 
as an academic dean. No one’s been 
more helpful than our own academic 
dean, Randy Sachs.”

As of August first, after a 23-year 
affiliation with Weston Jesuit, Burke 
will assume the academic deanship 
at the Jesuit School of Theology at 
Berkeley—the only other theological 
center in the United States operated 
by the Society of Jesus. 

Burke first landed on Weston 
Jesuit’s doorstep as a Jesuit scho-
lastic in 1983 to study for a Master 

of Divinity degree, which he received 
three years later. In 1993, he received 
the Licentiate in Sacred Theology. In 
the intervening years, Burke taught 
and served as campus minister at Regis 
University in Denver and completed his 
tertianship in Central America and the 
Philippines in preparation for final vows 
as a Jesuit.

In 1997, Burke became a faculty 
member at Weston Jesuit and the follow-
ing year processed into Weston Jesuit’s 
commencement exercises as such, only 
to receive his third and final degree—
Doctorate of Sacred Theology—during 
the ceremony. 

“That may have been the first time 
that ever happened,” said Burke. 

This summer marks Burke’s thirtieth 
year as a Jesuit and twentieth as an 
ordained priest. “No wonder this school 
seems like a second home,” said Burke. 
“Seventeen of those years have been 
spent here at Weston Jesuit.”

Weston Jesuit Bids Adieu to 
Three Faculty Members
This August marks the departure of 
three members from Weston Jesuit’s 
renowned faculty. Peter Fink, S.J.,  
has chosen to write his own reflections.  
The others—Kevin Burke, S.J., and 
John O’Malley, S.J.—are presented  
in snapshot form.
– B.R. Bodengraven, Editor 

John O’Malley, S.J.,  
Distinguished Professor  
of Church History

“It’s been very nourish-
ing for me here,” said 
John O’Malley, S.J. “But 
it’s time for a change. 
Georgetown University 
has offered me a chair as 

university professor, which means I can 
teach in any department while devoting 
time to research for a new book on the 
second Vatican Council.”

It was during his tenure at Weston 
Jesuit that O’Malley wrote his best 
known book, The First Jesuits,  
which has now been translated into  
10 languages.

“I could never have written that book 
without the stimulation of my students 

and fellow faculty members at  
Weston Jesuit,” said O’Malley. 

O’Malley joined the faculty of 
Weston Jesuit in 1979 following his 
tenure at the University of Detroit 
where he taught Church History and 
served as chair of the Religious Studies 
Department as well as the rector of the 
university’s Jesuit community. While at 
Weston Jesuit, O’Malley served for a 
year as acting dean and for a semester 
as acting president at times when those 
positions were in transition.

“I have the fondest memories of my 
27 years here, where I’ve had the good 
fortune to teach with the most won-
derful of colleagues and interact with 
the most wonderful of students,” said 
O’Malley as he reflected on his depar-
ture. “As Peter Fink says, the school is 
run on affection. That is high praise.”
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As a reader of Light & Life, you know the mission of 

Weston Jesuit School of Theology is to prepare men and 

women to serve the Church through excellent academic 

and pastoral training. 

The Weston Jesuit Fund allows the school to achieve 

its mission by providing critical resources for student 

scholarships, faculty development, and innovative  

programming that will undoubtedly influence the 

future of the Church and its ministries.

We hope that you will consider joining us in 

this mission by making a contribution to the 

2006 / 2007 Weston Jesuit Fund. To do so, please 

use the enclosed, postpaid envelope. For more 

information, please contact the Department of 

Advancement at (617) 492-1960. 
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Original artwork in pastels by Bob Gilroy, S.J., MDiv.’97, completed following  
a spiritual retreat. (See related story on p. 11.)


