
 

A message from Bishop Salvatore Cordileone on Proposition 85:  
Waiting Period and Parental Notification Before Termination of a Minor’s Pregnancy –  

Initiative Constitutional Amendment 
 
 
My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 
 

I know that this is a rather extraordinary format for me to use in addressing you.  I do so, though, only because I 
have to speak to you about an issue of truly extraordinary importance. 
 

On November 7, 2006 national attention will be focused on California as voters go to the polls to vote on 
Proposition 85.  This is a ballot initiative, which will amend the California state constitution to require a 
physician to notify at least one parent or legal guardian 48 hours before performing an abortion on a girl under 
18 years old. 
 

It is alarming enough that we even have to vote on such an obvious and common sense law.  Yet, whether this 
measure passes or fails will in large part be determined by whether defenders of parents' rights will come 
together between now and the election to help educate voters on what is at stake. 
 

Unfortunately, millions of dollars are being poured into a campaign to oppose Proposition 85 in a direct strike 
against the fundamental rights of parents to care for the health and welfare of their children.  The opponents are 
using slogans like “protect our teens” and “keep our teens safe” that will no doubt confuse many voters. 
 

In California, state law already requires not just notification, but consent of a parent for all non-emergency 
medical interventions of any kind: teeth cleaning, tattoos, even to give an aspirin.  Laws like these are 
promulgated to insure that children cannot be pushed into something outside of their best interest.  A curious 
exception exists for abortion, a most serious procedure which carries significant long-term physical and 
emotional health risks, solely because the courts struck down a parental consent law in 1997.  The majority of 
states already have these common sense laws in place.  California needs to join them, for parental notification 
laws are desperately needed to protect young girls. 
 

The opponents claim that the real agenda behind Proposition 85 is to eliminate abortion from our land.  
Although not true, I would hope that all citizens in our country would want this, even those who favor keeping 
it legal.  Most of them are or will be parents, too, and so need to know that this ballot initiative is about 
protecting their rights: as with any medical procedure involving minors, if they don’t know, they will not be 
able to exercise their responsibility to keep their children safe.  The passage of Proposition 85 is simply an issue 
which in contemporary American slang is referred to as a “no-brainer.”  
 

Pope Benedict XVI has urged Catholics and all people of good will to, and I quote, “Commit [them]selves to 
the arduous work of promoting and strengthening the laws and systems that positively favor the rights and 
duties of the family, a community of life founded by the Creator, and permanent sign of hope for all peoples” 
(message for the 16th Marian Day of the Family, 9/18/2005). 
 

And so I am asking you today to lobby family, friends, neighbors and co-workers to support Proposition 85.  Be 
informed and speak up!  And, of course, go to the polls on Tuesday, November 7th to vote in favor of this 
important measure. 
 
Thank you for listening, and may God bless our efforts to secure the rights of parents and provide them the 
opportunity to better love and serve their children. 
 
Most Rev. Salvatore Cordileone 
Auxiliary Bishop of San Diego 


